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list of diseases and its unwillingness to face the problem of the
carrier.1 Although during the war, under an Emergency
Decree of 3ist August, 1939, sterilizations were to be performed
only when the danger of dysgenic progeny was especially grave,
it seems that the Act was applied almost as widely as before.2
This survey of the existing legislation 3 may be followed by a
brief examination of the main points on which any decision will
have to be based : 4
(a) There seems to be fairly general agreement that a reduc-
tion in the incidence of congenital mental deficiency and of
certain forms of transmissible mental disorder and physical
disability can be achieved through sterilization. Much uncer-
tainty exists, however, with regard to the length of time required,
It has to be borne in mind, for instance, that mental deficiency
is not always inherited, and that even of the latter category a
considerable proportion will not be discovered.
According to Carr-Saunders,5 a fairly substantial reduction
in congenital mental deficiency by means of sterilization might
be expected in a century or so. Haldane, who is not particularly
in favour of the whole idea, estimates that the sterilization of
all mental defectives would probably cut down the supply in the
next generation by something like 10 per cent., whereas, on the
other hand, it might prevent the birth of perhaps ten times as
many normal children.6 For certain categories, he thinks, no
noticeable effect could be expected in less than thirty or forty
generations.7 Even Haldane's sceptical attitude, valuable as it
is as an antidote to unwarranted optimism, cannot, however,
totally obscure the fact that a slow rate of progress is better
than none. Everything possible should be done to minimise
no doctrine of racial superiority was involved." Apparently, it cikl not otvur to
him that Nazi doctrine would inevitably dominate the practical application regard-
less of the wording of the Act.
1 Dr. Aubrey Lewis in Eugenics Review, Vol. 26 (10,34-5), pp. 183 ct j*e*q. and uttS
et seq., and several other writers in the same periodical.
2  The Lancet, 1941, II, Vol. 241, p. 379, where a few illustrative case* are quoted,
3 In Soviet Russia, according to Dr. Doris Odium (The Lawet of Nov. 3, 1934,
Vol. 227, p. 1627), sterilization is legal and can be performed at the request or any
woman, but is nevertheless very rarely practised*
4 For a comprehensive analysis of the problem as a whole there is here neither
space _nor need, nor is the author competent to express any independent views on
the biological and medical questions involved.   For all details reference may be
made to the Brock Report.
5 " Human Evolution and the Control of its Future," in Ewtutwn, Essays m Azpttti
cf Evolutionary Biology, edited by G. R. de Beer (1938), p. iai.
8 J. B. S. Haldane, Heredity and Politics (1938),^, &7*
7 P. 83. For other pessimistic views see Barnes-Teeters, New M&rizm in Crimi-
nology, (1943), p. 179.